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This rvas the second time you'd talked about the tornn. And
now the town haci a high wall around it.

As you spoke, the town revealed a single lovely river and three
stone bridges (the East Bridge, Old Bridge, and West Bridge), a

library and a watchtower, an abandoned foundry and communal
housing. In the faint light as twilight drew near, we sat shoulder to
shoulder, gazrng at that town. At times we were on a far-off hill,
our eyes narrowed; at other times, the town was so close that we
could reach out and touch it, with our eyes wide open.

The real me iives there, in that tow-n surrounded by a wa11,"

r-ou said.

So rhe \-ou that is sitting here next to me isn't the reai you?" I
had to ask.

'That's right. The me here with you now isn't the reai me. It's
only a stand-in. Like a wandering shadow"

I thought it over. A wandering shadow? But I kept my opinions
to myself.

"Okay, so in that town what is the real you doirrg?"
"Working in a library," you replied in a quiet voice. "I work

from around five in the evening until around ten at night."
'Around?"
'A11 tlrne there is opproximate. There's a tall clock rower in the

square, but the clock doesn't have any hands."
I pictured a clock tower without hands. "So can anyone come

into that library?"
"No. Not everyone can enter. You need special qualifications to

do that. But you can. Since you have those."
"What do you mean by . . . special qualifications?"
You smiled gently but didn't ansr /er the question.
"So as long as I go there, I can meet the renl you?"
'As long as you can find that town. And as long as-"
You fell silent. your cheeks reddening a bit. But I could under-

stand the words that you didn't say.

As Long ds you really are seeking the real rne. These rn ere the words
you didn't yenture to say.

I gently wrapped an arm around you. You had on a light green

sleeveless dress. \bur t
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You nod. "Yes, you can do it. You have the qualifications. And
the me that's therc wiltr help you do the work, I'11 be right beside
you, every night."

"So I'd be a Dream Reader, and every night I'd read old dreams
on the shelves of the library. And you would always be with me.

The real you," I said, repeating aloud the facts given me.
Your bare, slender shoulders under the straps ofthe green dress

trembled under my arm. And then stiffened.
"That's right. But there's one thing I want you to remember.

That even if I do meet you in that town, I won't remember any-

thing about you."
wh,v?
"l-ou really don't know why?"
I knoNr The person whose shoulder my arm is gently around

here is a mere stand-in. Therealyou lives in that town. That mys-
terious, far-offtown surrounded by a high wall.

Your shoulder under my arm was so soft and warm that it was
hard to think of it as anything other than that of the realyou.
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tant to take any time ar,vay from our conversations. Neither of us
had ever met anyone rve could talk to so freely about our feelings,
our thoughts. It was close ro a miracle to run across someone like
that. So once or twice a month, we'd talk on and on, oblivious
of the time. We never ran out of things to say, and when we said

good.-bye at the station, I ahvays felt there was something else,

something vital, that we'd forgotten to discuss.

I'm not saying I didn't have any physical desire for you. -fake 
a

healthy seventeen-year-old boy being with a sixteen-year-oid girl
u hose chest was swelling out beautifully-, and put his arms around
,ler lithe \-oung body-how could sexual desire not be part of the
::.rir.l Bui instinctir-elt I knew it was better to put those feelings on
::r-: \\-hat I needed no\v was to see you once or twice a month,
:ake lcng u'alks together, and open up to each other about all
kinds oithings. An intimate exchange of information, getting to
know each other more deeply. Then, in the shade of a tree, hug-
ging and kissing-this was so wonderful that I didn't want to rush
into anything else. Ifwe did, something crucial about our relation-
ship might be lost forever, something we might never regain. The
physical could come later, down the road. That's what I thought.
Or ma,vbe intuition told me.

So rvhat did lr'e taik about, huddled together? I can't remember
norv We spoke of so many things that I can no longer recali each
one. But I do know this--once you began talking abour that odd
town surrounded by a high wall, it became our main topic of
conversatlon.

Mainly you talked about how the rown was laid out. I would
ask practical questions and you w-ould answer them, and as

we did, the details of the town began to form and were rran-
scribed. lbu were the one who created the town. Or maybe ir
rvas there, inside you, already. But when it carne to putting the
pieces together so you could visualize it, so you could describe
it in u-ords, I do think I played a role as we1l. You talked about it,
and I wrote it all down. Like ancient philosophers and religious
figures who had a faithful, meticulous scribe, or disciples, per-

haps. at ihe : : :. -. .:
*u\\il lil -:--(... .'

., rmpelc:: :i . : -' . -

.11 LlS \\ClC !
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Iu AUTUMN, in anticipation cf the oncorriing cold season.

the beasts' bodies were covered rn ith a shiny, golden coat of fur.
The single horns in their foreheads w'eie sharp and rn hite. fhey
.,vashed their hooves in the waters of the icy river, gently lifting
their heads to enjoy the red nuts on the trees. and chew on rhe
,e:r e s of the Scotch brooin.

J:a: -.r-as a 1or eir- time of vear.
*i-.:lit:rE o:l :he s atchtourer'Ouiit aiongsrcie the u.all, i waited

, .::e :ls::,-:i.iri-fashioned from a unicorn horn-lo blow at
:.,-, --:gl-Lt \iomenrs before the sun set the horn wcuid sound-
one long note, ioilolved by three short ones. That w-a,s rhe ruie. in
the gathering dusk, the gentie sound of,the horn siipped over the
cobbled road" seemingly unchanged for over hundreds of vear"
(or maybe even longer). And that sound had seepeci into 'rire gaps

in the stone walls around the houses. and into the stone statues
along the hedge in the plaza.

\Vhen the horn sounded out in the town, the beasrs lifted
their heads up torvard ancient memories. Some stopped chev-,ing
lear-es. some stopped pawing the roaci with their hooves, others
au oke from naps in the last sunrry spots of the da1', all of them
u ith heads raised at the same angle.

For a moment they all were frozen, like statues. Only their
soft golden fur swaysfl in the breeze. But what were rhey gaz-
ing at? Their heads tilted in one direction, their eyes stared into
space, but the beasts remained motionless, iistening intentiy tcr

rhe sounding of the horn.
When the final biow of the horn had faded away into the aii,

some scrambled to their feet, lining up their front iegs. rn hile others
stretched and straightened up, and they ali began waiking at neariy
the same moment. It was as if thev had been released from a spell.
Soon, the streets of the tow-n clattered u,ith the hooves of the beasts.

The line of beasts continued dorn.n the winding cobblestone
street, with no obr.ious leader, u,ith no one guiding them along"
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